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Frequently Asked Questions: 
 

APS Number: APS 01/2022  

Communication, Advocacy, and Outreach Campaigns to Enhance Community Perception and Attitude 

toward Women Employment 

USAID Makanati Women’s Economic Empowerment and Leadership Activity 

Date: February 22, 2023  

Full APS can be found: https://encompassworld.com/project/usaid-makanati-womens-empowerment-and-

economic-leadership-activity-weela/ 

Below is a list of frequently asked questions that you may find helpful. This document is intended to 

clarify information found in the APS at the link above. Answers in this document should not conflict with 

the APS, but in cases where information seems different, the information in this documents serves as an 

update to the APS. 

No. Questions: Answers: 

General Questions 

1 Where should we send our 
questions and concept paper 
submissions for the Makanati 
APS grant? 

For any questions regarding this APS, contact 
Makanati grants team at 
makanatigrants@encompassworld.com. Concept 
Paper submissions must be submitted to 
makanatigrants@encompassworld.com  prior to 
the submission deadline stated the cover page of 
this APS 

2 Can the project target 
people with disabilities? 

 It is possible to target people with disabilities in 
your project. The Makanati APS grant aims to 
create sustainable economic opportunities that 
contribute to the economic empowerment of 
women, including those with disabilities. 

3 What can I write in the email 
subject line when submitting 
my Makanati APS grant 
application? 

When submitting your Makanati APS grant 
application, it is important to include the name of 
your organization in the email subject line with the 
name of the APS. For example, you can write 
"Makanati APS Communication & Outreach - [Name 
of Your Organization]." This will help ensure that 
your application is properly identified and directed 
to the appropriate staff for review. 

 4 What is the difference 
between the grant ‘APS’ and 
the ‘Request for Application 
(RFA)’? 

The APS is a single Notice of Funding Opportunity 
(NOFO) with multiple opportunities for 
application throughout the year. Request for 
Applications (RFA) has only one application period 
which is outlined in the NOFO and is for more 
specific activities. 

mailto:makanatigrants@encompassworld.com
mailto:makanatigrants@encompassworld.com


   

 

USAID Makanati | Women’s Economic Empowerment and Leadership Activity      2  

No. Questions: Answers: 

 5 In which language can we 
submit our APS grant 
application? 

Applicants may submit their APS grant application 
in either Arabic or English as both languages are 
acceptable. 

6 What is meant by the four 
rounds of the APS? 

The APS will be opened four times during the year 
to receive applications from organizations. These 
four rounds refer to four distinct periods when 
applicants may submit their proposals for 
consideration. Please refer to the APS for specific 
dates. 

7 Is there a specific number of 
grants or projects that will 
be funded in each round? 

No, there is no predetermined limit on the 
number of grants or projects that will be funded in 
each funding cycle. EnCompass with USAID 
reserves the right to fund some, none, partial, 
and/or all applications. 

8 Do we have to limit our 
concept note to 5 pages? 

Yes, it is mandatory to stick to the limit of 5 pages 
for the concept note. The Makanati APS grant 
guidelines specify the page limit, and proposals that 
exceed this limit may not be considered. 
Therefore, it is important to carefully review the 
guidelines and ensure that your concept note is 
within the specified page limit before submitting 
the application. 

9 Can I receive a copy of the 
presentation used during the 
meeting? 

The presentation used during the meeting may not 
be available for distribution due to various reasons, 
including confidentiality or the proprietary nature 
of the content. However, the information 
presented during the meeting is derived from the 
Makanati APS grant guidelines, which are publicly 
available and can be found: 
https://encompassworld.com/project/usaid-
makanati-womens-empowerment-and-economic-
leadership-activity-weela/ 
 

10 Is it required for the contact 
person on the grant 
application to be a woman? 

There is no specific requirement for the contact 
person on the grant application to be a woman. 
However, the Makanati APS grant aims to create 
sustainable economic opportunities that contribute 
to the economic empowerment of women. 
Therefore, proposals that are led by women or 
have a significant focus on women's economic 
empowerment may be given priority during the 
selection process. 

11 Can our project include men 
in addition to women? 

Yes, it is possible to include men in your project in 
addition to women. The Makanati APS grant aims 
to create sustainable economic opportunities that 
contribute to the economic empowerment of 
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women, but this does not preclude the inclusion of 
men in the project. 

12 I am representing an 
agriculture cooperative, and 
we serve over 200 farmers. 
Are agriculture cooperatives 
eligible to apply for the APS  

If the concept objectives fit with the APS main 
objectives, then the answer is Yes.  

13 Are full CVs required for 
project staff in the grant 
application? 

Yes, it is not necessary to submit full CVs for 
project staff. Short CVs that summarize the 
relevant qualifications and experience of the key 
personnel involved in the project will be sufficient. 

14 What is meant by the term 
"creative industry" in the 
context of the Makanati APS 
grant? 

The term "creative industry" refers to a sector that 
is based on individual creativity, skill, and talent, 
and which has the potential to create wealth and 
jobs through the development or production of 
intellectual property. Examples of creative 
industries include digital media, arts, crafts, design, 
music, and film. 

15 Will organizations that have 
previously received grants 
from USAID be able to apply 
for the grant?   

Previous experience with USAID funding is not a 
restriction to eligibility.  

Applications & Eligibility 

16 If an organization is 
registered in a geographical 
location not covered by the 
Makanati APS grant project, 
can these organizations still 
apply? 

Applications for grants to be implemented in one 
of the geographical areas outlined in the APS or at 
a national level will be considered, regardless of 
where the implementing organization is registered 
as long as the activities of the grants take place in 
the covered areas. The grant guidelines specify that 
the proposed project should be implemented 
within one or more of the designated areas to be 
considered for funding. 
Makanati defined different target areas as priority 
zones: Aqaba, Petra, Wadi Rum, Amman, Dead Sea 
Region, Zarqa, Irbid, Jerash, and Ajloun. 

17 Who is eligible to apply for 
the APS grant? 

Registered organizations operating within the 
targeted four sectors (tourism, transportation and 
logistics, media and creative industries, and 
industrial sectors) and who meet the eligibility 
criteria outlined in APS are eligible to apply for the 
APS grant. Such as, Civil Society Organizations 
(CSOs), Non-Governmental Organizations 
(NGOs), Private Sector Entities, Research& Studies 
Centers, Media Organizations, Private Universities, 
etc. 
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18 Can international non-
governmental organizations 
(INGOs) apply for the 
Makanati APS grant? 

 INGOs are eligible to apply for the Makanati APS 
grant, provided that they are registered locally in 
Jordan. 

19 Is it mandatory to attend the 
Makanati APS grant 
information sessions? 

 It is not mandatory to attend the information 
sessions for the Makanati APS grant. The purpose 
of these sessions is to provide guidance and 
support to potential applicants on the grant 
application process and to explain the USAID 
process for submitting a grant application. 

20 Can universities apply for the 
USAID Makanati APS grant? 

 Universities are eligible to apply for the USAID 
Makanati APS grant as long as they are privately 
owned or owned/funded by the government for 
less than 50%. 

21 Can individuals apply for the 
Annual Program Statement 
(APS)? 

Individuals are not eligible, the APS is exclusively 
for registered organizations per the eligibility 
requirements listed in the APS. t.  

22 If I own an individually 
owned institution, am I 
considered an individual or 
an organization for the 
purpose of APS grant 
applications? 

This APS requires registration of an organization as 
an eligibility criteria. If the institution is registered, 
it would meet the eligibility criteria. 

23 Is it possible to apply for an 
APS grant to develop an 
existing business that is 
already operational? 

Yes, APS grants are only available to registered 
organizations operating within the targeted four 
sectors, and the funds must be used to support 
projects that fall within the announced thematic 
areas. Communications messages and campaigns to 
support women’s economic participation  

24 Is it possible for multiple 
individuals and organizations 
to collaborate and form a 
consortium or alliance to 
apply for an APS grant? 

Eligibility criteria for this APS require a that the 
grant be issued to a registered organization. Should 
an application be submitted involving multiple 
organizations and/or individuals, only one 
registered organization would receive the grant 
award and would need to create sub agreements 
and manage the others listed in the consortium. 
This type of arrangement can be proposed in the 
application for consideration. 

25 Is it possible to partner with 
governmental organizations 
when applying for the APS 
grant? 

Grants involving governmental or semi-
governmental organizations may be subject to 
additional approval requirements. It is possible to 
apply with a governmental organization as a 
partner but if they are anticipated to receive funds, 
goods, or services the time needed for approvals 
must be taken into account. 

26 If our organization has been 
awarded a 1-year project 

Organizations may apply for multiple rounds of the 
APS with different grant applications/activities but 
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grant from the APS, can we 
apply for another grant 
during the implementation of 
this project? 

may not receive additional funding for a grant 
already in progress or for a similar idea.   

27 Does the APS include the 
Information and 
Communication Technology 
(Information and 
communication technologies 
sector? 

Yes, the ICT sector is included in the APS, and it 
falls under the category of Arts and Creative 
industry. 

28 Is it possible for an 
organization in the 
establishment phase to apply 
for the Makanati APS grant? 

Yes, an organization in the establishment phase can 
apply for the Makanati APS grant. The evaluation 
process mainly focuses on the idea and the impact 
of the proposed project on women's economic and 
leadership empowerment, so the organization's 
stage of development does not disqualify them 
from applying. However, the organization must 
meet all other eligibility criteria specified in the 
grant guidelines including being a registered 
organization. It is important to carefully review the 
guidelines before submitting an application. 

29 Is it possible to apply for 
more than one project 
simultaneously through the 
APS grant? 

Yes, it is possible to apply for more than one 
project at the same time through the APS grant.  

30 If our grant application was 
rejected in the first round, 
can we apply again in the 
next rounds? 

Yes, if your grant application was rejected in the 
first round, you can apply again in the subsequent 
rounds. The Makanati APS grant is offered in 
multiple rounds, and unsuccessful applicants from 
previous rounds are welcome to reapply if they 
meet the eligibility criteria and have made 
appropriate revisions to their application. 

31 What can help in making our 
project succeed in the 
Makanati APS grant 
application? 

The quality and innovativeness of the idea is crucial 
for success in the Makanati APS grant application. 
Additionally, having partnerships with one or more 
organizations such as associations, private sector 
organizations, or others, can increase the chances 
of success in the application process. Furthermore, 
focusing on the targeted sectors and working 
within the thematic areas specified in the grant 
guidelines can increase the opportunity for the 
application to be approved. It is important to 
carefully review the grant guidelines and ensure 
that the application meets all the eligibility criteria 
before submitting an application. 

32 If you have a kitchen that is 
registered and specializes in 

Yes, you can apply for the grant as long as you 
have an innovative idea that meets the specific 
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healthy food, can you apply 
for the grant? 

requirements of the grant. However, it is 
important to note that the grant is focused on 
creating opportunities for women to be employed 
in waged jobs. Therefore, your application should 
propose an innovative idea that aligns with this 
objective and demonstrates how your kitchen can 
contribute to this goal. 

33 Can we work on the three 
pillars of "Waged 
employment, community, 
and government"?  

Yes, you can work on the three pillars in your 
project proposal. As for the eligibility of 
associations, anyone can apply for the grant, but 
the project must be implemented in one of the 
targeted governorates. 

34 Is it necessary for the 
organization to be based in 
the same location as the 
project? 

No, the organization does not need to be based in 
the same location as the project. However, the 
organization must meet all other eligibility criteria 
specified in the application guidelines. E.g., 
Organization registered in Amman, but work is 
implemented in Ajlun. 

35 Would an initiative focused 
on helping failed projects to 
be sustained and continued 
be eligible for the Makanati 
APS grant? 

Yes, an initiative that aims to create sustainable 
economic opportunities and contributes to the 
economic empowerment of women aligns with the 
main goals of the Makanati APS grant. If the grant 
proposal demonstrates how the initiative will 
create sustainable opportunities for women to be 
employed in waged jobs and aligns with the specific 
objectives of the grant, it may be eligible for 
funding. The grant will be issued under 2 CFR 200 
which does have restrictions on how funds can be 
used. For example, loans, income generation, may 
be subject to restrictions under this regulation.  
It is important to review the grant guidelines and 
ensure that the application meets all the eligibility 
criteria before submitting an application. 

36 Our camp is only registered 
with Aqaba Special Economic 
Zone Authority (ASEZA), 
not with the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade (MoIT). 
Can we still apply for the 
Makanati APS grant? 

No, only registered private sector organizations 
that have a certificate of registration issued by the 
national government bodies in Jordan such the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry (MoIT) or the 
Ministry of Social Development (MoSD) are eligible 
to apply for the Makanati APS grant. If your camp 
is not registered with MoIT, you are not eligible to 
apply. However, we encourage you to partner with 
one of the CBOs or other registered private 
sector organizations that meet the eligibility 
criteria and apply for the grant together. This 
partnership can help leverage the strengths of both 
organizations and increase the chances of receiving 
the grant. 
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37 What do you mean by 
creative industry?  

Creative industry is based on individual creativity, 
skill and talent, or which have the potential to 
create wealth and jobs through the development 
or production of intellectual property, such as 
digital media and arts  

 38 Can we represent the 
university in an educational 
project?  

Yes, eligibility for public universities is specify the 
government funding for university to be less than 
50% of their annual budget  

39 Can we apply as coalitions? Per the eligibility criteria registered organizations 
may apply. If the coalition is registered it meets this 
requirement. If multiple organizations are involved 
only one organization that is registered should 
apply with the other organizations included in the 
application under sub agreements. 

40 Does this program cover 
Karak governorate?  

Karak is not within the nine geographic focuses for 
USAID Makanati, but if an organization or entity 
from Karak and want to submit concept note to be 
implemented in one of the 9 areas or at national 
level then it will be accepted for review.   

41 What is the deadline and 
expected grant's amount or 
sealing if possible.  

See the APS for deadline, currently listed as 
February 28, 2023. Information about budget 
ranges are also included in the APS. 
 

42 Can INGOs apply  Organizations registered in Jordan are eligible to 
apply. 

SAM Registration 

43 If multiple organizations 
jointly apply for the APS 
grant for one project, is it 
required for all of them to 
be registered in the SAM 
(System for Award 
Management)? 

While it is preferable for all organizations 
partnering on a project to be registered in the 
SAM for the current and any future projects to be 
funded by the USAID, it is necessary for the 
organization that will receive the grant to be 
registered in the SAM. In addition, any organization 
receiving funds in excess of the SAM registration 
threshold (currently $30,000 USD) will be 
required to seek registration. 

44 Do you require us to be 
registered on SAM.gov   

Not for the first submission of a concept note, you 
should start the registration process while you are 
applying. If registration is not received by the 
award date of the grant, a specific condition will be 
added to the award requiring it be done by a 
certain timeframe. 

45 How can organizations 
register for SAM and obtain 
a Unique Entity ID? 

Resources on obtaining a Unique Entity IDs 
number can be found at: 
https://sam.gov/content/entity-registration    

Financials 

https://sam.gov/content/entity-registration
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46 Is there a financial 
contribution required from 
the organizations that apply 
for the APS grant, or will 
USAID Makanati fund the 
entire budget? 

No, there is no financial contribution required 
from the organizations that apply for the APS 
grant.. But organizations are open to present a 

cost share at their discretion. No award will be 
made on the basis of cost share or the ability 
to include cost share. 

47 Should the project budget 
and implementation plan be 
detailed from the beginning 
of the application process? 

No, when an organization submits a letter of 
interest, no detailed information is required. If the 
organization is shortlisted, they will be asked to 
submit a preliminary application that provides 
some basic information about the proposed 
project. Only when the organization is further 
selected to proceed to the next stage of the 
process, they will be required to submit a detailed 
technical and financial proposal. 

48 Should we submit the budget 
as a PDF or an Excel sheet? 

It is recommended to submit the budget in an 
Excel sheet, as it allows for easier editing and 
adjustments if necessary. If you choose to submit 
the budget as a PDF, ensure that it is clear and 
legible, and all figures are accurate.  

49 We are running vocational 
training programs for 
females, and we need funding 
to cover transportation 
costs. Can we use the APS 
grant for this purpose? 

The decision to fund transportation costs for your 
vocational training program will depend on the 
details of your application and the impact it will 
have on women's economic empowerment. We 
recommend that you submit your application and 
include all relevant information about the training 
program and its benefits. The evaluation 
committee will then review your proposal and 
make a decision based on its merits. 

50 Does the APS grant fund 
construction activities? 

No, the APS grant does not cover funding for 
construction activities. The grant is primarily 
intended to create sustainable economic 
opportunities that contribute to the economic 
empowerment of women, and proposals that align 
with this objective will be given priority during the 
selection process. Any costs for renovation, 
maintenance, and/or rehabilitation may be 
considered in the application process but will be 
reviewed to ensure they are not considered 
construction costs under US Government 
regulations. 
 
Therefore, it is important to carefully review the 
grant guidelines and ensure that your proposal 
meets all the eligibility criteria before applying. 
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51 Can we make a profit from 
our project if we receive the 
Makanati APS grant? 

No, the USG regulations do not allow for profits 
to be made from projects funded by the Makanati 
APS grant. The grant is intended to support 
initiatives that create sustainable economic 
opportunities and contribute to the economic 
empowerment of women. Therefore, any revenue 
generated from the project must be reinvested to 
sustain the project or benefit the community.  

52 Does the APS grant cover 
the cost of purchasing a 
vehicle? 

No, the APS grant does not cover the cost of 
purchasing a vehicle. 

 


